CNB recognized in Best of Wilhelm to
Community Banking Awards
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Citizens National Bank
of Texas was judged Best of
Show in the annual Best of
Community Banking Awards
sponsored annually by the Independent Bankers Association of Texas (IBAT).
The bank was recognized
with a Gold Medal in the
Community Service category, setting the stage for an
independent panel of judges
to choose Citizens National
Bank of Texas for the top
award.
IBAT represents more than
2,000 banks and branches in
Texas.
The honor reflects the
bank’s success in awarding
the long-established M.E.
Singleton Scholarship provided to outstanding seniors
in Ellis County.
During the past 59 years,
the trust has given more than
$4.5 million towards 608
scholarships, with 95 percent
of students graduating from
college as a result.
“Education is the catalyst
for growth in a community
and something that not only
my family believes in, but
CNB employees and customers do as well,” commented
George Singleton, chairman
of the board of directors for
CNB of Texas.
This year, 34 scholarships were awarded totaling
$272,000 to high school se-
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Citizens National Bank of Texas was awarded a Gold Medal in Community Service category as well as the association’s top award during the annual Best of
Community Banking Awards sponsored annually by the Independent Bankers
Association of Texas (IBAT).
niors in communities served
by the bank.
“We are able to give graduating seniors scholarships
each year because of our customers. Because they bank
with CNB, we are able to reinvest our earnings back into
the community through the
Singleton Scholarship fund
with the hopes of the recipients returning to Ellis County
and working at a local business or starting their own
companies,” said Mark Singleton, president and CEO.
The annual awards recognize IBAT member institu-

tions in several categories for
service to their communities.
Winners are judged on innovation and creativity, number
of people benefited or affected and the success in fulfilling a community need.
“We are very proud of the
accomplishments our independent banks make to their
communities and use these
awards to showcase the outstanding initiatives taken
by our members each year,”
IBAT President/CEO Christopher L. Williston said.
“Receiving this award is
an honor, but this award also

goes to our customers for
helping make the scholarship
program possible. If you are
banking with CNB, thank
you. If you are not, switch
so you too can help further a
child’s education, keep your
funds local and make Ellis
County a better place to live,”
explained Mark Singleton.
IBAT is the largest state
community banking organization in the nation with
a membership of more than
2,000 banks and branches
across 700 Texas communities.

Chamber auction exceeds goals
Led by Bonney and Mike Ramsey, team pulls off event of the year

T

his year’s Waxahachie Chamber of
Commerce Auction
was everything it was billed
to be — a fantastic evening
of fun, entertainment and
excitement
while raisye on
ing funds
that allow
llis
the chamber
to carry out
ounty
its many
programs
Neal
for member White
businesses
and the
community.
As this year’s chairman
of the Waxahachie Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors, I want to extend
heartfelt congratulations to
Bonney and Mike Ramsey
who coordinated, planned
and carried out a truly exceptional event.
They made it look seamless.
And that’s meant as a
HUGE compliment because
most folks have no idea the
work that is involved in putting together a fundraising
event of that magnitude.
In fact, they have been
working for the past year
on spearheading this year’s
auction.
There’s a lot more involved than just selecting
the theme.
Bonney and Mike assembled a top notch auction
committee that truly amazed
and dazzled.
They set a record this
year for sponsorships,
which is no small task. The
solicitation subcommittee also did an outstanding
job in soliciting items for
this year’s auction, which
included a large number of
terrific items and services
that helped the chamber
exceed its fundraising goal
of $52,000. (I would tell
you the exact amount but
Bonney wants to make
that announcement at the
November board meeting,
and I definitely don’t want
to steal her thunder).
As everyone knows the
theme for the Oct. 1 auction
was “Texas Two Step” and
Mike and Bonney made
sure the Waxahachie Civic
Center was decked out
to the max in everything
Western.
The decorations were outstanding.
The authentic real cowboys on hand to pose for
pictures (thank you Paul
O’Rear for the photos)
added a nice touch to a
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perfect evening.
Prior to the live auction,
The Fox Family Band performed while folks visited
and tried to outbid each other on silent auction items.
I’ve been
Justin Fox’
baseball coach
for a number
of years now.
While I’ve
always known
he had talent,
I didn’t know
he could sing,
too. He’s a
great kid and
a very talented athlete, but
on the baseball field he’s
always been very quiet and
reserved. My jaw literally
dropped to the floor as I
stood by the stage listening
to him belt out songs like
a seasoned performer on
stage. Gary, Terri, Jennifer
See AUCTION, Page 8A

Local Attorney Greg
Wilhelm, former Judge of
the Ellis County Court at
Law No. 1 and former Ellis
County Treasurer, has been
appointed to a three-year
term on the statewide Texas
CASA Board of Directors.
“We are very pleased to
have Judge Wilhelm join
the board
of
Texas
C A S A
(Court Appointed
Special Advocates).
We know
that his experience
and exper- Wilhelm
tise will be
invaluable as we move forward on our goal of seeing
that every child in the Texas foster care system has a
CASA volunteer to speak
up for him or her,” said Joe
Gagen, chief executive officer of Texas CASA.
Prior to serving as judge,
Wilhelm was instrumental in forming and guiding CASA of Ellis County,
Inc. into a viable and vocal voice for abused and
neglected children in Ellis County, and as judge,
CASA continued to serve
these children under the
court’s family law jurisdiction.
Texas CASA is a network of 69 independent
local CASA programs that
served children with 6,619
volunteers in 204 counties
throughout the state.
In 2010, 20,861 children
were served by CASA.
Unfortunately, fewer than
half the 42,890 children in
Texas’ custody did not have
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CASA volunteers speaking
up for them.
Texas CASA provides
funding, training and technical assistance to local
CASA programs to assist
them in recruiting, training and supporting CASA
volunteers and works at the
statewide level to improve
the child welfare system.
CASA volunteers are
ordinary people taking extraordinary action to help
children in their journey
through the foster care system.
They are trained by
CASA programs and appointed by the court to
make recommendations on
the best interests of children they serve.
They are the one constant
in a child’s life, speaking
up for the children even as
they move from one placement to another and as
Child Protective Services
caseworkers, attorneys and
others change.
They work to move children through the foster care
system and into safe, permanent homes as quickly
as possible.
For more information
about CASA, visit www.
BecomeACASA.org,
or
call, (972) 937-1455.
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Above, authentic cowboys greet guests during the 2011 Waxahachie
Chamber Auction held
Oct. 1 at the Waxahachie
Civic Center. Below, the
Fox Family Band performs prior to the live
auction. Lower photo, the
A&M Aggie Wranglers
perform dance routines
during a special performance at the auction.
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